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For the past four years the writer has been collecting data on the 
Amphibians and Reptiles of Canada. 

Most of the information contained herein was obtained from American 
and Canadian Museums. A great deal of the information was gathered 
from the specimens and records of the Museum of Zoology, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. Information was also obtained from the as yet incompleted 
list of specimens in the Canadian National Museum at Ottawa, and also 
from the writer’s own collection. In comparison with the U.S.A. very 
little collecting has been done in Canada in recent years, possibly due 
to the fact that transportation is as yet incomplete in large areas of 
the Prairies and the far North. 

Canada encompasses a vast area, and there is no doubt in the 
writer’s mind that when further collecting is done, some very inter- 
esting Herpetological data will be acquired. 

It is sincerely hoped by the writer that the Check List may be of 
some use to those interested in the Herpetology of the Dominion of 
Canada. 

All records have been checked as far as possible and no reports 
without definite locations have been considered, except a few that are 
specifically mentioned in the text. 

The writer wishes to thank the following persons for information and 
assistance in compiling the Check List of the Amphibians and Reptiles 
of Canada. ‘ 

In particular he wishes to thank Dr. Norman E. Hartweg, of the 
Museum of Zoology, Ann Arbor, whose advice, assistance and criticism 
was very Sincerely appreciated. 

Also Mrs. H. T. Gaige, Dr. L. C. Stuart, and Mr. Rogers Dean 
Hamilton of the Museum of Zoology, and Mr. C. L. Patch of the Canadian 
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A CHECK LIST OF THE AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF CANADA 


Class AMPHIBIA 
Order CAUDATA 
Sub-order PROTEIDA 
Family PROTEIDAE 
Genus NECTURUS 
Necturus maculosus maculosus (Rafinesque) 
Mudpuppy, Waterdog 
Range: The Great Lakes, St. Lawrence River and their tributaries in 
Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec. 


Family SALAMANDRIDAE 
Genus TRITURUS 
Triturus granulosus granulosus (Skilton) 
Pacific Newt, Oregon Newt 
nge: Canadian zone of the Pacific Coast region throughout the 
length of the Province of British Columbia. 


Triturus viriuescens viridescens (Rafinesque) 
Red Spotted Newt’ (aquatic form) Red Eft (land form) 

Range: Height of land in Ontario and Quebec, eastward to the Gaspe 
Peninsula and New Brunswick. 


Family AMBYSTOMIDAE 
Genus DICAMPTODON 
Dicamptouon ensatus (Eschscholtz) 
Pacific Giant Salamander 
Range: Southwest corner of British Columbia at Chilliwack Lake, Sumas 
Lake, and Sweltzer Creek, near Cultus Lake. 


Genus AMBYSTOMA 
Ambystoma decorticatum (Cope) 
British Columbia Salamander 
Range: Coastal region of British Columbia, north at least to Port 
Simpson and Prince Rupert; Metlakatla, Alaska. 


Ambystoma gracile (Baird) ieee 

Northwestern Salamander 
Range: Southwestern British Columbia, east to Summerland, north to 

Bella Coola, west to Vancouver Island, Victoria, Nanaimo. 


Ambystoma jeffersonianum (Green) 
Blue-Spotted Salamander 

Range: Manitoba at Whitmouth Lake, east through Ontario, north to 
Moose River on James Bay, Quebec and the Gaspe Peninsula, and New 
Brunswick. 


Ambystoma macrodactylum (Baird) 
Long-toed Salamander 
Range: British Columbia north to the Stickine River at Sawmill Lake, 
pr eet to the Mount Robson area and into Central and Southwestern 
erta. 
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Ambystoma maculatum (Shaw) 
Spotted Salamander 

Range: Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and the Gaspe 
Peninsula, Quebec, west to Lake Nipigon in Ontario. 


Ambystoma tigrinum tigrinum (Green) 
Tiger Salamander 
Range: Point Pelee, Essex County, Ontario; southeastern Manitoba. 


Ambystoma tigrinum aiaboli (Dunn) 
Devil’s Lake Tiger Salamander 

Range: Central and south Manitoba and Saskatchewan, central Alberta, 
north at least to Pelican Lake in Manitoba. 


Ambystoma tigrinum melanostictum (Baird) 
Northwestern Tiger Salamander 

Range: Most of southern Saskatchewan, central and southern Alberta, 
central and eastern british Columbia. 


Family PLETHODONTIDAE 
Genus DESMOGNATHUS 
Desmognathus fuscus fuscus (Rafinesque) 
Northern Dusky Salamander 
Range: St. Johns River, New Brunswick, to southeastern Ontario 
opposite Buffalo, N. Y. 


Genus PLETHODON 
Plethodon cinereus cinereus (Green) 
Red-backed Salamander, Lead-backed Salamander 
Range: Nova Scotia, Cape Breton Island, Prince Edward Island, New 
Brunswick; Quebec, Gaspe Peninsula and north; Ontario to James Bay and 
west at innet to Fort William. 


Plethoaon vehiculum (Cooper) 
Red-backed Salamander 
Range: Southern british Columbia, including Vancouver Island. 


Genus ENSATINA 
Ensatina eschscholtzii eschscholtzii (Gray) 
Red Salamander 
Range: Southwestern British Columbia, lower Fraser valley and 
Vancouver Island at Lake Cowichan and on Gambier Island. 


Genus HEMIDACTYLIUM 
Hemidactylium scutatum (Schlegel) 
Four-toed Salamander 
Range: Southern Ontario from Essex County east to Leeds and Fran- 
tenac Counties and north at least to King Township erea. 


Genus ANEIDES 
Aneides ferreus (Cope) 
Clouded Salamander 
Range: Vancouver, Denman and Hornby Islands in British Columbia. 
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Genus GYRINOPHILUS 
Gyrinophilus porphriticus porpkriticus (Green) 
Purple Salamander 
tee Iron Hill 80 miles southeast of Montreal, Quebec. 


Genus EURYCEA 

Eurycea bislineata bislineata (Green) 
Two-lined Salamander 

Range: Norfolk county, Ontario, east to Lincoln and Welland counties 
and north through Brant and Wentworth counties to the Ottawa city area, 
and east on the Ottawa river to Montebello, Quebec; through the Montreal 
area and Sherbrooke county. Appearing in Canada again in southern New 
Brunswick. 


Eurycea bislineata major (Trapido & Clausen) 
Greater Two-lined Salamander 

Range: East from Ottawa river through Quebec north to the Lake St. 
John area and on both sides of the St. Lawrence river east along the 
Gaspe Peninsula. 


Order SALENTIA 
Sub-order AMPHICOELA 
Family ASCAPHIDAE 
Genus ASCAPHUS 
Ascaphus truei (Stejneger) 
Tailed Toad 
Range: Southern British Columbia, Cultus Lake near Chilliwack, Hatzic, 
Lytton; may be found to range more widely in British Columbia with 
further collecting. 


Sub-order ANOMOCOELA 
Family PELOBATIDAE 
Genus SCAPHIOPUS 
Scaphiopus hammondii hammonaii (Baird) 
Spade-foot Toad 
Range: British Columbia in the dry belt from Osoyoos west to 
Keremeos and north to Kamloops. 


Sub-order PROCOELA 

Family BUFONIDAE 

Genus BUFO 
Bufo terrestris americanus (Holbrook) 
American Toad, Hop Toad 

Range: Nova Scotia west through New Brunswick at Matapedia, and 

west along the south bank of the St. Lawrence river in Quebec; 
taking in the counties of Bonaventure, Rimouski, Montmagny; cross- 
ing the river about the Trois Rivieres area and west through 
Montebello and west through Ontario in the southern portion and 
the lake-shore area of Central Ontario north at least to Michipi- 
coten Post on eastern Lake Superior area. It intergrades north of 
the abovementioned places with Bufo terrestris copet. 


Bufo terrestris copei (Yarrow & Henshaw) 
Hudson’s Bay Toad 

Range: Labrador at the Straits of Belle Isle west through Quebec a 
along the north shore of the St. Lawrence River except at one point on 
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the Gaspe Peninsula where it crosses the river and has been taken at 

Gaspe county; St. Anne des Monts river, 3 miles north of Mt. Albert, 

Everer, west through northern and central Ontario, north to Moose 
actory and the Cape Hope Island in James Bay. 


Bufo boreas boreas (Baird & Girard) 
Northwestern Toad 

Range: High River, Alberta; west to Vancouver Island, north to Atlin 
and the Queen Charlotte Islands (North in Alberta to Jasper Parks). 


Bufo congnatus (Say) 
Great Plains Toad 

Range: Southern Alberta at Medicine Hat. Probably occurs in southern 
Saskatchewan and southwestern Manitoba. 


Bufo woodhousei fowleri (Hinckley) 
Fowler’s Toad 

Range: Southern Ontario, found only along the shore of Lake Erie on 
sandy beaches. 


Bufo hemiophrys (Cope) 
Canadian Toad, Winnipeg Toad, Manitoba Toad 

Range: Lake of the Woods district in Ontario, Lake Winnipeg district 
including Berens Island in Lake Winnipeg, Manitoba; west to the High 
River district of Alberta, and probably southern Saskatchewan; also re- 
ported in the Northwest Territory by Stejneger and Barbour 1943. 


Family HYLIDAE 

Genus ACRIS 
Acris crepitans (Baird) 
Cricket Frog, Peeper 

Range: Ontario at Point Pelee, Essex County near Lake Erie; also re- 

ported by Dickerson and Stejneger & Barbour 1943, to range into the 
Canadian Northwest through Breckenridge does not record it in Northern 
Minnesota. I have no records for it in Canada other than those given 
above nor have I seen records of its occurrance in the northwestern 
United States. 


Genus PSEUDACRIS 

Pseudacris nigrita septentrionalis (Boulenger) 
Striped Tree Frog, Spotted Tree Frog, Chorus Frog 

Range: Great Bear Lake district in the Northwest Territories, Peace 
River district of British Columbia and Alberta; also occurs in Saskatch- 
ewan and Manitoba. In Alberta 25 miles north of Edmonton, Slave River 
below the Peace River, Smith’s Landing, Fort Resolution, and on Macken- 
zie River above Fort Norman. It occurs in Western Ontario near the Man- 
itoba border, between Lake Winnipeg and York Factory, Tafs Fishery, 
Norway and Oxford Houses. 


Pseudacris nigrita triseriata (Wied) 
Swamp Tree Frog, Chorus Frog 

Range: Lake Ontario district, Prince Edward and northwest to King 
Township, Ontario. 


3 

~ 

3 

& q 

7 


Genus HYLA 
Hyla crucifer crucifer (Wied) 
Spring Peeper 
Range: New Brunswick and the Gaspe Peninsula west through Quebec and 
Ontario to Manitoba. 


liyla regilla (Baird & Girard) 
Pacific Tree Frog 

Range: British Columbia in the south central and southwestern part 
of the province, including Vancouver Island and adjacent islands. 


Hyla versicolor versicolor (Le Conte) 
Common Tree Toad, Common Tree Frog, Tree Toad, Changeable Tree Toad, 
Chameleon Hyla, Rain Toad, Northern Tree Toad 

Range: New Brunswick (rare), southern Ontario north at least to the 
Ottawa area and northwest to King Township. 


Family RANIDAE 
Genus RANA 
Rana aurora aurora (Baird & Girard) 
Red- legged Frog 
Range: British Columbia in the south coastal region, including Van- 
couver Island. 


Rana catesbeiana (Shaw) 
Bullfrog, Jug o’ Rum, Bloody Nouns, American Bullfrog 

Range: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, west and north at 
least to Sault Ste. Marie area, and reported from Red River, Manitoba. 
Occurs in British Columbia at Burnaby Lake, introduced nearby, fugitive 
from a frog farm. 


Rana clamitans (Latreille) 
Green Frog, Spring Frog 

Range: Nova Scotia west through New Brunswick, Gaspe Peninsula, of 
Quebec; and in Ontario northwest at least to Lake Nipigon and north in 
Quebec and Ontario to James Bay. Also found in Newfoundland, but records 
state that they may have been taken by accident in loads of hay from 
Nova Scotia and seemed by 1922 to have established themselves. 


Rana palustris (LeConte) 

Pickerel Frog, Marsh Frog, Tiger Frog, Cold Swamp Frog, Spring Frog 
Range: Southern New Brunswick west and north through the Gaspe Pen- 

insula of Quebec, and Ontario to James Bay and west at least to Sault 

Ste. Marie area. 


Rana pipiens (Schreber) 
Leopard Frog, Meadow Frog, Shad Frog, Herring Hopper, Common Frog, 
Spotted Frog, Grass Frog, Water Frog 

Range: Gaspe Peninsula of Quebec north to Lake St. John, north in 
Ontario to Sault Ste. Marie, Lake Timagami and Schrieber, northwest to 
Manitoba, north to Norway House at the top of Lake Winnipeg, west 
through Saskatchewan and Alberta, north in Alberta to Fort Smith, west 
to British Columbia at Loon Lake. Also found on Anticosti Island where 
it was introduced in 1899 with the object of mosquito control. Many of 
the frogs were eaten by the Black Ducks which breed there; the Rana 
pipiens came from Quebec City, and according to the Governor Martin-Zede 
had increased much by 1923. 
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Rana pretiosa pretiosa (Baird & Girard) 
Western Spotted Frog 

Range: British Columbia north to Lake Bennett in the northwest part 
of the province and south between the coastal mountains and the Rock- 
ies, ranging into the Rockies at least to Field. Also found in Alberta 
at Banff and Jasper Park. 


Rana septentrionalis (Baird) 
Mink Frog, Northern Frog 

Range: Gaspe Peninsula west through Quebec, through Ontario and north 
to James Bay and Hudson’s Bay, and the Moose river area; Lake Nipigon 
west to Selkirk in Manitoba. 


Rana sylvatica sylvatica (LeConte) 
Wood Frog 

Range: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Gaspe Peninsula west through Que- 
bec and Ontario. Intergrades all across Ontario with Rana sylvatica 
cantabrigensis. 


Rana sylvatica cantabrigensis (Baird) 
Northern Wood Frog 

Range: Quebec in the counties of Saguenay, Gaspe, Bonaventure, Lake 
St. John; west through Ontario, north at least to Montieth and Schreiber 
on Lake Superior and south in Ontario to Ottawa and North Bay; west 
through Manitoba at Carberry, Shoal Lake, Selkirk, Winnipeg and North in 
Manitoba to Norway House at least; west through Saskatchewan (no records 
are available from Saskatchewan as practically no collecting has been 
done in this province), west through Alberta at High River, Edmonton, 
Fort Chipewyan, and north in Alberta to the junction of the Slave and 
Peace rivers; west to eastern and central British Columbia at the Peace 
river district, Hazelton, Clinton, and north in British Columbia to 
Atlin near Tagish Lake. 


Rana sylvatica latiremis (Cope) 
Arctic Wood Frog (common name by author) 

Range: Labrador west through Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba at York Fac- 
tory, Churchill; Saskatchewan; Alberta north through the Northwest 
Territories at Taltson River, Fort Resolution, Fort Smith, Fort Rae, 
Lake St. Croix, Fort Providence, Fort Simpson, Fort Wrigley, Fort Nor- 
man, Old Fort Good Hope, site of Fort Franklin, Anderson River (furthest 
north yet recorded), west to the Yukon Territory and Lake Aleknagic, 
Alaska. I have no locality records from Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Sas- 
katchewan or the Yukon. This Frog ranges further north than any other 
Canadian Amphibian. 


Class REPTILIA 
Sub-class DIAPSIDA 
Order SQUAMATA 
Sub-order SAURIA 
Family IGUANIDAE 
Genus PHRYNOSOMA 
Phrynosoma douglassti douglassii (Bell) 
Pigmy Horned Toad 
Range: Upper Sonoran Zone in south central British Columbia, taken 
at Osoyoos. 
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Phrynosoma douglassii brevirostre (Girard) 
Range: Southern Alberta and Saskatchewan 


Family ANGUIDAE 
Genus GERRHONOTUS 
Gerrhonotus coeruleus principis (Baird & Girard) 
Alligator Lizard 
Range: Widely distributed over southern British Columbia and west to 
Vancouver Island; north on the coast to Stewarts Island, Bowen and Gam- 
bier Islands. 


Family SCINCIDAE 
Genus EUMECES 
Eumeces fasciatus (Linne) 
Blue Tailed Skink, Scorpion 
Range: Southern Ontario, and one specimen reported by E. D. Cope 
from St. Catharines, Nova Scotia; the range in Ontario is split as will 
be seen by the map. 


Eumeces septentrionalis septentrionalis (Baird) 
Black Banded Skink 

Range: Manitoba, found at Onak, 20 miles east of Brandon, also a 
larch swamp near Brandon. 


Fumeces skiltonianus skiltonianus (Baird & Girard) 
Western Skink 

Range: Arid transition zone of southern British Columbia collected 
at Sirdar, Nelson, and Okanagan Falls; re orted from Vaseaux Lake and 
Kermode. 


Sub-order SERPENTES 
Family BOIDAE ‘ 
Genus CHARINA 
Charina bottae bottae (Blainville) 
Rubber Snake, Rubber Boa, Ball Snake 
Range: British Columbia in the coastal area, collected at Harrison, 
Lilloet, Chilliwack, Princeton. 


Charina bottae utahensis (Van Denburgh) 
Rubber Boa 

Range: British Columbia in the central and eastern portions collected 
at Okanagan Lake, Vernon, Nelson, Summerland. 


Family COLUBRIDAE 
Genus DIADOPHIS 
Diadophis punctatus edwarasii (Nerrem) 
Ring-neck Snake 
Range: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Southern Quebec, Ontario in the 
southern portion, north in Ontario to Lake Timagami and west to Sault 
Ste. Marie. 


Genus HETERODON 
Keterodon contortrix contortrix (Linne) 
Hog-nosed Snake, Blowing Adder, Puff Adder 
Range: Southwestern Ontario north to Lake Nippissing area, common 
along the shores of Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and Georgian Bay. Also re- 
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ported in old records from Victoria and Hastings counties on the north 
shore of Lake Ontario. 


Heterodon nasicus nasicus (Baird & Girard) 
Hog-nosed Snake, Flat Headed Adder, Spreading Adder 
Range: Southwestern Manitoba, Southeastern Saskatchewan. 


Genus OPHEODRYS 
Opheodrys vernalis vernalis (Harlan) 
Smooth Green Snake, Grass Snake 
Range: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Gaspe Peninsula, Quebec; in On- 
tario north at least to Lake Timagami and west in Ontario to the Sault 
Ste. Marie Area. Manitoba in the southeastern portion where it inter- 
grades with Opheodrys vernalis blanchardi. 


Opheodrys vernalis blanchardi (Grobman) 
Green Snake, Grass Snake 

Range: Southern Manitoba at Glenwood, Lansdowne and Norfolk counties, 
where it intergrades with Opheodrys vernalis vernalis. 


Genus COLUBER 
Coluber constrictor constrictor (Linne) 
Black Snake, Black Racer 
Range: Nova Scotia in the Halifax area, New Brunswick in the upper 
St. John valley. 


Coluber constrictor flaviventris (Say) 
Blue Racer, Green Racer, Black Snake 

Range: Ontario at Huron and Essex counties, Point Pelee on Lake Erie. 
It will probably be found over a much wider area. 


Coluber constrictor mormon (Baird & Girard) 
Yellow-bellied Racer 

Range: British Columbia in the arid transition zone of southern B. C., 
north at least to Lilooet and Kamploops, east to Midway and west to 
Seton Lake. It has also been reported by Lord from the Chilliwack and 
Sumas area but no specimens have been recently in these areas. 


Genus ELAPHE 
Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta (Say) 
Pilot Black Snake 
Range: Eastern and southern Ontario in Essex, Norfolk, Welland, Lin- 
coln, Frontenac and Leeds counties, and north shores of Lakes Erie and 
Ontario. 


Elaphe vulpina gloydi (Conant) 
Fox Snake, Hardwood Rattler, Copperhead 

Range: Ontario in Bruce, Essex, Norfolk and Muskoka counties, the 
Lucknow, Parry Sound areas; also occurs on the shore of Georgian Bay, 
and along the shores of Lake Huron and Erie. Prefers sandy and dry-swamp 
lake shore areas. 


Genus PITUOPHIS 
Pituophis catenifer deserticola (Stejneger) 
Great Basin Gopher Snake 
Range: Southern British Columbia at the Similkameen and Fraser val- 
leys north to Kamloops, west to the Lilooet district. 
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Pituophis catenifer sayi (Schlegel) 
Bull Snake 


Range: Alberta, north at least to Medicine Hat; southwestern Sas- 
katchewan. 


Genus LAMPROPELTIS 
Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum (Lecepede) 
Milk Snake, House Snake 
Range: Southern Ontario north at least to the Sault Ste. Marie area, 
east through southern Quebec. Common in Wentworth, Prince Edward, Leeds, 
Frontenac counties of Ontario; also near the Credit river (in author’s 
collection). Will probably be found further north and east. 


Genus NATRIX 
Natrix septemvittata (Say) 
Queen Snake, Moon Snake, Striped Water Snake 
Range: Found in southern Ontario in Bruce, Huron, Middlesex, Water- 
loo and Brant counties. Not common. 


Natrix sipedon sipedon (Linne) 
Water Snake, Banded Water Snake, Water Moccasin 

Range: In Ontario north at least to Lake Nipissing and Sault Ste. er 
Marie area; north 30 miles along the shore of Lake Superior and east to 2 
southern Quebec. 


Natrix sipedon insularum (Conant and Clay) 
Island Water Snake, Lake Erie Water Snake 


Range: Ontario on Pelee Island, Point Pelee in Essex county on the 
Lake Erie shore. 


Genus STORERIA 
Storeria dekayi dekayi (Holbrook) 
Dekay’s Snake, Brown Snake 
Range: Ontario in the southwestern portion, east only on the shores 
of Lakes Ontario and Erie and the St. Lawrence river and southern Que- 


bec; it intergrades in south central Ontario with Storeria dekayi 
wrightorua. 


Storeria dekayi wrightorum (Trapido) 
Wright’s Brown Snake 

Range: South central Ontario; does not extend into the Niagara pen- 
insula or extreme eastern Ontario. Due to the shape of Lake Ontario 
which cuts into the possible intergradation area, the area of inter- 
gradation with Storeria dekayi dekayi is very difficult to define. 


Storeria dekayi texana (Trapido) ae 
Texas Brown Snake ee 
Range: Southern Manitoba. I have no locality records on this sub- 

species; it has however been reported from this province by a publica- 

tion of the University of Manitoba. 


Storeria occipitomaculata occipitomaculata (Storer) 
Red-bellied Snake, Copper Belly 

Range: Nova Scotia, Cape Breton Island, Prince Edward Island, New 
Brunswick, Southern Quebec, Southern and Central Ontario, probably west 
along the shore of Lake Superior. Records on Lake Superior are from 
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Isle Royale, Thunder Bay in the Port Arthur area, west to southern 
Manitoba. 


Genus THAMNOPHIS 
Thamnophis butleri (Cope) 
Butler’s Garter Snake 
Range: Ontario in the southwest portion in Middlesex and Wentworth 
counties, but almost certainly occurs in other areas in southern On- 
tario. It is very common in Skunk’s Misery Swamp, near Newbury in 
Middlesex county, and the Dundas area of Wentworth county. 


Thamnophis ordinoides ordinoides (Baird and Girard) 
Puget Sound Garter Snake 

Range: South coastal British Columbia, including Vancouver Island; 
northern on the mainland to Bella Coola. Common on Vancouver Island. 


Thamnophis elegans nigrescens (Johnson) 
Dusky Garter Snake (Common name by author) 

Range: Extreme southwestern mainland of British Columbia; Vancouver 
Isle. 


Thamnophis elegans vagrans (Baird and Girard) 

Wandering Garter Snake, Great Basin Garter Snake, Gray Garter Snake 
Range: Alberta at Rocky Mountain Park and Banff, west through south- 

ern and central British Columbia, north at least to Stuie, 40 miles east 

of Bella Coola, west to southwestern British Columbia. 


Thamnophis radix (Baird and Girard) 
Plains Garter Snake 

Range: Manitoba at Lake Winnipeg, west through Saskatchewan at 
Regina, and west to High River, Alberta. This range will probably be 
extended further north when more collecting has been done. 


Thamnophis sauritus sauritus (Linne) 
Ribbon Snake 

Range: Southern Ontario in the east and west portion and north at 
least to the Muskoka area. Not very common anywhere in Ontario. 


Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis (Linne) 
Garter Snake, Striped Snake, Grass Snake, Common Snake, Common Garter 
Sanke 

Bange: Nova Scotia, Cape Breton Island, New Brunswick, Gaspe Peni- 
nsula and southern and central Quebec from east to west and north to 
Latitude 52°. Central and southern Ontario from the eastern border to 
Hudson’s and James Bay in the north and west to the Rainy River district 
and Lake Nipigon, Favourable Lake area, where it intergrades with Tham- 
nophis sirtalis parietalis. 


Thamnophis sirtalis parietalis (Say) 
Prairie Garter Snake, Red-barred Garter Snake, Red-sided Garter Snake 
Range: Favourable Lake, Rainy River, Patricia district of Northwest- 
ern Ontario west through southern and central Manitoba, south and cen- 
tral Saskatchewan, north to Isle la Grosse (Sask.), west through 
Alberta, north to Dunvegan, Fort Smith in the Northwest Territories, 
and reported by Richardson from the Procupine River in the Yukon Terri- 
tory, and west into British Columbia. 


12 


3 
ee 
| 
“ 


This snake has the most northerly range of any snake in North America 
and probably in the world, its only rival being Vipera berus berus, 
which is found above the Arctic Circle in Europe. In British Columbia 
Thamnophis sirtalis parietalis intergrades with the following form. 


Thamnophis sirtalis concinnus (Hallowell) 
Northwestern Garter Snake, Pacific Red-sided Garter Snake 

Range: British Columbia at Sicamous, Donald and Kaslo areas, where it 
intergrades with the preceding sub-species; north in British Columbia to 
Ootsa Lake, Mount Robson, Bella Coola, throughout southwestern portion 
and Vancouver Island and Gabriola Island. 


Family CROTALIDAE 

Genus SISTRURUS 
Sistrurus catenatus catenatus (Rafinesque) 
Massassauga, Swamp Rattler, Little Gray Rattlesnake, Rattlesnake 

Range: Ontario on the shores of Lake Ontario at Prince Edward county, 

Muskoka Lakes district at Port Severn; Pary Sound area,Georgian Bay, 
Bruce Peninsula, shore of Lake Huron, and certain dry-swamp and sandy 
areas on the north shore of Lake Erie; also found in the Niagara Penin- 
sula near Welland and Fort Erie areas; distribution is spotty but large 
numbers can be taken in some dry-swamp areas. Two color phases are to be 
be found: light yellowish-gray and dark gray leaning towards melanism, 
which is of common occurrence in the Niagara Peninsula. 


Genus CROTALUS 
Crotalus horridus horridus (Linne) 
Banded Rattlesnake, Black Rattlesnake, Timber Rattlesnake 
Range: Niagara Peninsula at NiagaraGlen near Niagara Falis, Ontario, 
and at Point Pelee on Lake Erie. It may also occur in the Bruce Penin- 
sula area; it has been reported from this area in the past few years by 
people who own summer cottages on the side facing Georgian Bay. 


Crotalus viriais viridis (Rafinesque) 
Prairie Rattlesnake 


Range: Great Plains region of southeastern Alberta and southwestern 
Saskatchewan. 


Crotalus viridis oreganus (Holbrook) 
Pacific Rattlesnake 

Range: Arid transition zone of the south central portion of British 
Columbia, Fraser and Okanagan valleys, north at least to Vernon. 


Sub-class ANAPSIDA 

Family KINOSTERNIDAE 

Order TESTUDINATA 

Genus STERNOTHERUS 
Sternotherus odoratus (Latreille) 
Musk Turtle 

Range: Southern Ontario, north to the Parry Sound area, east to 

Prince Edward, Frontenac and Leeds counties ,south through Wentworth 
county and along the Lake Erie shore to Essex county. It is not found 
on the west and north shores of Lake Ontario from Burlington to Trenton. 
This may be due in part to industrialization with the attendant poison- 
ous wastes found in the creeks, streams, rivers and ponds of this area. 
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Family CHELYDRIDAE 

Genus CHELYDRA 
Chelydra serpentina serpentina (Linne) 
Snapping Turtle 

Range: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec in the southern portion. 

Common in the southern portion of Ontario north to Lake Nipissing. It 
has been reported from Adrian township and Long Lac, 40 miles west of 
Port Arthur in the Thunder Bay district; from Manitoba in the Assini- 
boine river area; Saskatchewan in the Souris rivez district. The Mani- 
toba and Saskatchewan reports can probably be regarded as correct be- 
cause of its occurrence just south of the border. 


Family TESTUDINIDAE 
Genus CLEMMYS 
Clemmys guttata (Schneider) 
Spotted Turtle 
Range: Southern Ontario from the southern portion of the Niagara Pen- 
insula west to Lake Huron and north to southern Georgian Bay area. Very 
common on the Lake Erie shore. 


Clemmys insculpta (LeConte) 
Wood Turtle 

Range: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Quebec, in the Sherbrooke area 
in southern Quebec, Ontario in the southwest portion and reported from 
Searchmont north of Sault Ste. Marie, but is most common in the coun- 
ties bordering on Lake Huron, Lake St. Clair and western Lake Erie. 


Clemmys marmorata marmorata (Baird and Girard) 
Pacific Terrapin 

Range: British Columbia in the southwest portion at Burnsby Lake 
near Vancouver. 


Genus EMYS 

Enys blandingii (Holbrook) 
Blandings Turtle 

Range: Ontario in the southern portion, east in the south at least 
to Port Maitland on the north shore of Lake Erie; north to Lake Nipis- 
sing and east to Prince Edward, Hastings, and Frontenac counties. It 
does not occur between Burlington and Trenton on the northeast shore of 
Lake Ontario, probably because of the pollution of many of the creeks 
and ponds by industrial development. 


Genus GRAPTEMYS 

Graptemys geographica (Le Suerur) 
Map Turtle, Geographic Trutle 

Range: Quebec at Norway Bay and Montebello on the Ottawa River; 
Ontario in the Ottawa area south to Leeds, Frontenac and Hastings coun- 
ties: west to the Muskoka area north, south Parry Sound district, found 
in south central Ontario at Wentworth county and part of the Niagara 
peninsula, southwestern Ontario at Norfolk, Kent and Essex counties. No 
records from central portion of southwest Ontario between Georgian Bay 
and Frontenac county, nor any point on the northwest shore of Lake 
Ontario. 
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Genus CHRYSEMYS 
Chrysemys picta bellii.(Gray) 
Western Painted Turtle 
Range: Ontario in the northwestern portion; in the Thunder Bay and 
Lake Nipigon area west through southern Manitoba north to 5P north 
latitude, west through southern Saskatchewan and Alberta, west to Brit- 
ish Columbia, including Vancouver Island. 


Chrysemys picta marginata (Agassiz) 
Central Pointed Turtle, Mud Turtle 

Range: Quebec in the western portion, west through southern and cen- 
tral Ontario, north in Ontario to the Sault Ste. Marie area where it 
intergrades with the western form, Chrysemys picta bellit. 


Chrysemys picta picta (Schneider) 
Eastern Painted Turtle 

Range: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Quebec in the portion south of 
the St. Lawrence River, where it intergrades with the preceding form, 
Chrysemys picta marginata. 


4 Family DERMOCHELIDAE 
Genus DERMOCHELYS 
Dermochelys coriacea (Linne) 
Leatherback Turtle 
Range: Nova Scotia in coastal waters and British Columbia coast north 

at least to Nootka; two specimens are in the collection of the Provin- 
cial Museum of British Columbia and were taken near Bajo reef at Nootka 
in 1931. Pacific and Atlantic specimens belong to two different species 
according to some. 


Family CHELONIIDAE 
Genus CARETTA 
Caretta caretta caretta (Linne) 
Loggerhead Turtle 
Range: Recorded from Nova Scotia in coastal waters by C. L. Patch. 
One specimen in Canadian National Museum. 


Family TRIONYCHIDAE 

Genus AMYDA 
Amyda spinifera spinifera (Le Sueur) 
Spiny Soft-shelled Turtle 

Range: Ontario in the southern portion, common in west end of Lake 

Ontario and the north shore of Lake Erie. Also found at Ottawa. I have 
no records for this species from the St. Lawrence river, though it has 
often been referred to this area. 
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